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spiritual needs there are nearly thirty missionaries, with native
pastors and assistants. Several of the missions have been long
established, that of the American Board of the Congregational
Church for about eighty years.
There is no doubt that the native's knowledge and under-
standing of Christianity is very small, though it is probably
sufficient for his spiritual needs. When we take into account
all the endeavour, sacrifice and care that has been expended by
the estimable missionaries upon the education and moral welfare
of the islanders it must be confessed that the material progress
has been slow, in spite of the number of converts. It is certainly
true that very few of the natives ever emerge from the state of
undeveloped intelligence and moral irresponsibility that mark
every phase of their existence, and Christianity, though fervently
accepted and often hysterically practised, seems more a con-
tinuation in a new and happier guise of earlier superstitions than
a break with the past and the adoption of a new religion. It often
takes but little to provoke in places of Christian worship the
dancing that they have been taught to suppress as unseemly and
heathenish in the forest. The native elders of the congregation
have been known to demonstrate their faith by prancing round
the church with wild gesticulations and uttering raucous cries,
while the rest of the worshippers are struggling with one another
in a state of almost frenzied riot. Long years of instruction
have not sufficed to suppress the promiscuity that marks the
relations of the sexes both within and without the bonds of
matrimony. In some of the islands the native has adopted
clothes—often a doubtful advantage. Under missionary guid-
ance the womenkind were taken from their primitive semi-nudity
and clothed in the most unbecoming of garments, resembling
the homely nightgown depicted in the caricaturist's drawings
of early Victorian days. It seems hard that if these island women
are not permitted to introduce new styles of dress they should not
at least be allowed to follow the evolution in the fashion of female
night apparel in civilized countries, which I arn told has in late
years been remarkable.
In hygiene much has been accomplished, especially in the
very important question of the supplies of drinking water. The
introduction of galvanized iron roofs facilitates a clean supply,
as the rainfall all over the archipelagos is abundant. In many
of the islands the inhabitants are entirely dependent on the rain
for fresh water. Few of the more serious tropical diseases are

